Operation HELP provides residents of St.
Croix County with financial assistance,
a place for personal support, and
connections to community resources to
alleviate short-term economic crises.

Operation HELP (715) 386-0881
P.O. Box 1134 • Hudson, WI 54016
Resource Center (715) 386-1300
facebook.com/visitkitchenmarket

www.OperationHelpStCroix.org

Partial Funding By United Way
Helping Families In Difficult Times

Fast Facts...
• Over 95% of all donations
go directly to programs and
services.
• Distributed more than x,xxx
diapers in 2017
• Emergency assistance up 10%
over 2016.
• Provided xx gas vouchers since
January .
• Are you a Thrivent member?
Ask your advisor about
designating “Choice” dollars to
Operation HELP.
• 3M employees may request that
their United Way donations are
directed to Operation HELP.

We are a 501(c)(3) Non Profit Organization

Increase In Requests

Requests for services have increased
over 20% in comparison with 2016.
If jobs are plentiful and the economy
is improving, how could this be? The
answer is due to the cost of living
in St. Croix County, changing job
characteristics and wages.
The cost of living in St. Croix County
is 12.3% higher than the national
average - housing is the biggest
culprit (26% higher). The cost of
living has increased by 41.8% since
the year 2000.

covers the cost of basic necessities
($15.46). If both parents make the
average wage - $31.20 - wages do
not cover the cost of basic necessities
for a family of 4 ($32.29). A United
Way study reported that 29% of St.
Croix County residents’ incomes are
either below the poverty line or barely
enough to cover basic necessities.
While the number of middle wage
earners is lower, the number of low
wage earners has grown by 4% and
the share of income going to both low
and middle wage earners has declined
by 20% between 1971 to 2015.

You’ve heard the middle class is disappearing. The reason for this is that
The result is that low- and middlethere are more jobs at the extremes
income families are less able to cover
- more low skill, low pay and more
unplanned expenses such as medical,
high skill, higher pay jobs.
car repairs, etc. These are our primary
The average individual wage of clients and they are living at risk.
$15.60 in St. Croix County barely

From One of Our

Clients

Your donations, regardless of the amount, make a difference. Here is a story of how your
gifts have lifted up a family.
From E - Living on the edge like this is so stressful. wreck. not sleeping and just not believing this was ever
one bad mishap can have such a domino effect. I found going to work out for me. I remember the voice sounding
myself in that predicament last year. i had gotten poor so nonchalant about helping me... we are going to help
dental work done at an earlier time and was hoping it you with that. and I had to ask twice to be sure. really?
would just hold in there. it didn’t. I ended up needing to All of it? I cried. (I am crying right now reliving this)
have a new crown made and I just couldn’t scramble What an amazing act of generosity, of charity. Yet, what
together fast enough. I had avoided paying my electric makes my heart swell so is the kind way I was treated. I
bill to pay the dentist off and then i just had no way to was shown respect and dignity, something that has been
find the rest of the money.
missing in a lot of stops I have made on this journey of
Xcel energy referred me to operation help if I am broken body, and as grateful as I am for the financial
remembering correctly. if not, someone that they put me help, I am probably more thankful for being seen as just
in contact with passed me on to you. i was a nervous another someone, maybe even someone like you.

Concert With a Cause

Delivers!

Over 300 people turned out at Bethel Highlands on
September 15 to hear some great music and support
Operation HELP at the “Concert With a Cause”. Operation
HELP is grateful to each of the members of the bands who
performed; Hot Under the Collar, New Song and Buck
Tucker. We also want to thank the evening’s emcees, John
Knutson and Alan Burchill. The talents of each of these
people helped raise over $10,000 for Operation HELP!

Thank You
First National Community Bank charity drive – Operation
HELP is grateful for the partnership with First National
Community Bank for their 2017 Charity Drive. In October,
First National Community Bank collected donations of
much needed emergency supplies of socks and underwear
and toiletries. Thank you First National Community Bank!

Thank You

Bayport BBQ for letting Operation
HELP hold a

Christmas For Kids

The
annual
Christmas
Campaign for Kids is
underway.
Operation
HELP,
sponsors,
local
businesses, churches and
dozens of volunteers are
working together to make
this Christmas a merry one
for children in the Hudson
School District who might
otherwise go without.

Operation HELP coordinates the campaign linking families
in need with generous sponsors who provide gifts and other
items for the families. Also each family receives a gift bag
of toiletries, toilet paper, Kleenex, a blanket, laundry soap
and other necessities.
Last year gifts were provided for 117 families with 319
children.
Sponsors are asked to bring items to St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church (502 County Rd. UU) on Monday Dec. 4th or
Tuesday Dec. 5th between 10:00 am and 7:00 pm.
Volunteers will organize the gifts through Wednesday,
with distribution on Thursday Dec. 7th between 2:00 and
7:00 pm.
Want to Help? Visit our website
www.operationhelpstcroix.org or call during office hours.

I HAVE NO IDEA HOW TO
WORD THIS:-0T

Jean Schneider
Receives
Volunteer
Congressional
Award
Pictured left to right: Jesse Garza (Rep. Sean Duffy’s staff), Jean Schneider,
Operation HELP Board Chair Mary Blanchard

Operation HELP is powered by our volunteers and we could
not serve our clients without the dedication of time from
so many. One of our long-time volunteers, Jean Schneider,
was recently recognized by U.S. Rep. Sean Duffy with a
Congressional Commendation for her 25 years of service.
According to Jean “No one can do everything - Everyone
can do something”.

Diaper Drive

Heather Blaiser and Sheri
Marnell, two women
from Hudson sponsored a
Diaper Drive and raised 82
packages of diapers, 11 pull-ups, 44 packages of wipes, and
12 tubes of diaper rash ointment. Thanks so much!

Hudson Lion’s Club Meat Raffle
Operation HELP thanks the Hudson
Lion’s Club who recently used the
proceeds from their meat raffle to
benefit our clients. Thanks Lion’s for
helping our neighbors in need!

