Fall 2016 Newsletter

Operation HELP provides residents
of St. Croix County with financial
assistance, a place for personal
support, and connections to
community resources to alleviate
short-term economic crises.

Partial Funding By United Way
Helping Families In Difficult Times

Fast Facts...
• Operation HELP has
been serving residents
from all parts of St.
Croix County for 35
years
• Over 95% of all
donations are used to
serve clients

We are a 501(c)(3) Non Profit Organization

Operation HELP
(715) 386-0881
P.O. Box 1134
Hudson, WI 54016
Resource Center
(715) 386-1300
www.OperationHelpStCroix.org

Christmas For Kids

The annual Christmas Campaign for
Kids is underway. Operation HELP,
sponsors, local businesses, churches
and dozens of volunteers are working
together to make this Christmas a
merry one for children in the Hudson
School District who might otherwise go
without.
Operation HELP coordinates the
campaign linking families in need with
generous sponsors who provide gifts
and other items for the families. Also each family receives a gift bag of toiletries,
toilet paper, Kleenex, a blanket, laundry soap and other necessities.
Last year gifts were provided for 117 families with / 319 children.

• Gifts from individuals
are nearly 25% of our
total donations

Sponsors are asked to bring items to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church (502 County Rd.
UU) on Monday Dec. 5th or Tuesday Dec. 6th between 10:00 am and 7:00 pm.

• In the first 8 months
of 2016 we provided:

Want to Help?? Visit our website www.operationhelpstcroix.org or call during
office hours

 assistance with rent,
utilities and car
repairs to over 230
families
 over 200 laundry
vouchers
 over 220 gas
vouchers
 nearly 200 farmers
market vouchers so
clients can purchase
fresh produce

Volunteers will organize the gifts through Wednesday, with distribution on
Thursday Dec. 8th between 2:00 and 7:00 pm.

Why Your Gifts Matter

• Imagine being a single dad with three children and trying to choose between
paying for laundry so your kids have clean clothes for school or using that
money for other essentials?
• Imagine being on a budget that is stretched so thin you use the local food
shelf but cannot afford fresh fruits or vegetables.
• Imagine you are a couple with 4 children, living in a home and making
ends meet. Then dad loses his job. Mom is working part-time but her income
cannot cover all the normal bills. So, you make the difficult decision to let your
propane tank remain empty through the summer. Now it is fall and you don’t
have the money to have your tank filled in preparation for colder temperatures.

Friends, these are real stories from real people here in our communities.
Your gift, no matter how small, makes a difference in the lives of
individuals and families who are struggling to make ends meet. Please
join us in helping individuals and families in our neighborhoods by
making a donation today.

Stone Tap Golf Tournament
The second annual Stone Tap Charity Golf Tournament to benefit
Operation HELP was held again at Clifton Hollow on July 21st. Stone
Tap raised $2,500 to help the residents of St. Croix County. We are
grateful to the sponsors and golfers who made this a successful event.

Helping Hands Through HIBA
The Hudson Independent Business Association (HIBA),
a subcommittee of the Hudson Area Chamber of
Commerce & Tourism Bureau, recently hosted an event
at the Hudson Lakefront Park on October 8th to raise
funds and awareness for six nonprofits in the community
including Operation HELP. HIBA member businesses
along with Operation HELP and the other nonprofits
sponsored activities for kids during this event. Local
restaurants provided food. Ken Wanovich and Jambo
Joe Bones performed at the bandshell. The six nonprofit
organizations each received $1,000 from the money
raised by this event.
Brayden, along with Peperfest Royalty enjoys the cookie he
decorated at the Operation HELP activity booth.

Looking for a Volunteer Opportunity?
Do you want to help people get through a difficult time and back on their feet? Operation HELP is looking for volunteers
to help staff our office and phones. Our volunteers provide assistance to clients over the telephone and to those clients who
come to the Resource Center. We are looking for volunteers who can commit 3 to 6 hours per month. To learn more about
volunteering contact us at operationhelp.source@gmail.com or call 715-386-0881.

Never Doubt

that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change
the world; indeed, it's the only
thing that ever has.

			

- Margaret Mead

Families Served in St. Croix Co.
(Jan-Sept 2015)

• 275 Families
received
emergency
assistance during
the first 9 months
of 2015
• Increase over
last year-11%

